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ON THE BALLOT ...
PROPOSITION NUMBER 1: 2022-23 School Budget
Shall the budget of the Newfane Central School District (the “District”), Niagara County, New 
York, for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2023, in the amount of 
$36,720,516, as presented by the Board of Education, is hereby approved and adopted and 
the required funds therefore shall be hereby appropriated and the necessary real property 
taxes required shall be raised by a tax on the taxable property in said District to be levied and 
collected as required by law.

PROPOSITION NUMBER 2: Technology Capital Reserve Fund
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education (the “Board”) of the Newfane Central School District, 
Niagara County, New York (the “District”) is hereby authorized to establish a new capital 
reserve fund pursuant to Section 3651 of the Education Law of the State of New York (the 
“Fund”); that the Fund shall be known as the “Technology Reserve Fund, 2022” of the District; 
that the Fund shall be established for the purpose of financing, in whole or in part (A) the 
acquisition, installation, improvement, expansion or upgrading of technology-related equipment, 
machinery, systems or apparatus (collectively, “Technology Assets”), (B) the cost of renovating, 
reconstructing, altering, upgrading, furnishing and equipping various District buildings, facilities 
and sites to better accommodate the use of and/or instruction in such Technology Assets and 
(C) any related work required in connection with the foregoing; that the ultimate amount of such 
Fund shall be not greater than $2,000,000 (plus interest earned thereon); that the probable 
term of such Fund shall be not longer than ten (10) years; and that the permissible sources from 
which the Board is authorized to appropriate monies to such Fund from time to time shall be 
(A) amounts applied thereto from budgetary appropriations of the District; (B) unappropriated 
fund balance of the District as directed by the Board; (C) State aid received as reimbursement 
for expenditures by the District in connection with District technology-related initiatives (whether 
or not such expenditures were financed in whole or in part from the Fund); (D) the proceeds 
from the sale of unneeded real or personal property owned by the District, if permitted by law 
and if so directed by the Board; and/or (E) such other sources as the Board or the voters of the 
District may direct from time to time, all as may be permitted by law.

PROPOSITION NUMBER 3: Equipment Capital Reserve Fund
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education (the “Board”) of the Newfane Central School District, 
Niagara County, New York (the “District”) is hereby authorized to establish a capital reserve 
fund for equipment pursuant to Section 3651 of the Education Law of the State of New York 
(the “Fund”); that the Fund shall be known as the “Capital Reserve Fund For Equipment, 2022” 
of the District; that the Fund shall be established for the purpose of financing, in whole or in 
part, the acquisition of any equipment, machinery, or apparatus necessary for the maintenance, 
expansion, renovation, alteration and improvement of buildings, facilities, sites and real 
property by the District, including, in all cases, the acquisition of original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery and apparatus required in connection therewith; that the ultimate amount of such 
Fund shall be not greater than $1,000,000 (plus interest earned thereon); that the probable term 
of such Fund shall be not longer than ten (10) year years; and that the permissible sources from 
which the Board is authorized to appropriate monies to such Fund from time to time shall be 
(A) amounts applied thereto from budgetary appropriations of the District; (B) unappropriated 
fund balance of the District as directed by the Board; (C) State aid received as reimbursement 
for expenditures by the District in connection with District capital improvements (whether or not 
such improvements were financed in whole or in part from the Fund); (D) the proceeds from the 
sale of unneeded real or personal property owned by the District, if permitted by law and if so 
directed by the Board; and/or (E) such other sources as the Board or the voters of the District 
may direct from time to time, all as may be permitted by law.
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Candidate Information
EMMA OUDETTE: It has been my pleasure to serve as a trustee on 
Newfane’s Board of Education for the past 3 1/2 years. During my terms 
the board has worked on many positive initiatives for the district; hiring staff, 
principals and an athletic director. We have also worked on the introduction, 
approval and oversight of a 30million dollar capital project and much more. 
As a member of the Newfane community for the past 15 years, my husband 
and I have had the privilege of raising our two children in Newfane School 
District. One is a graduate and one is still a student at Newfane High, this 
has given me firsthand knowledge of what programs to maintain and what 
to improve upon. These past few years, amid a pandemic, we have faced 
a number of educational challenges. These challenges have reinforced the 
importance of supporting instruction and on improving our ability to deliver 
educational opportunities to all students. I have enjoyed the camaraderie of 
being a board member and look forward to serving another term.

TINA COURTEMANCHE: My name is Tina Courtemanche and I am 
running for trustee on Newfane Central School District Board of Education. 
I am a mother of 2 that has been living in the NCSD for the last 14 years. My 
family and I have been heavily involved in the district, through extracurricular 
activities and as an influential board member of the Newfane Sports 
Boosters Club. I bring with me over 10 years of operational management 
experience through my career serving within WNY. Everyone who knows 
me knows the level of a passion I put into anything I am involved in. I 
have been thoroughly impressed with the direction the district is heading 
and wish to make my own positive impact to keep us moving in the same 
direction. Thank you for consideration on becoming a trustee on the Board 
of Education.

NOAH EVERETT: As an aerospace engineering student at the University 
at Buffalo, I have seen first-hand the large investment being made in the 
science and technology fields by both companies as well as state and 
local governments. These investments are creating a hot spot of cutting-
edge research and innovation in the greater Buffalo area. I believe we 
too at Newfane should be expanding and investing in our science and 
technology programs to ensure the generations to come have the tools 
and knowledge they need to not only be successful, but to also pursue 
their dreams. I believe the school board should consist of members from 
different backgrounds and generations so to represent the community as 
a whole. Having graduated from Newfane in 2019, I am able to provide 
a unique prospective when it comes to the issues students and teachers 
face. As a union steward at Newfane Rehab, I represented and fought for 
my co-workers. These experiences have allowed me to develop and build 
many useful skills like leadership, critical thinking, problem solving and 
most importantly the ability to listen. That is why I believe I will be a valuable 
addition to the Newfane School Board.

ROB DUNN: I believe that there are three guiding principles that all school 
boards should recognize and work towards when conducting business 
that guides our school district. Wellbeing and Student Success, Academic 
Achievement, and Life Readiness: Students enrolled within the Newfane 
School District shall be provided a safe place, without harassment, and 
given the best opportunities available from our curriculum to succeed. Our 
focus is to enable them to be productive members of society while satisfying 
their interests in art, music, and sports. There is a mutual understanding 
between parents, teachers, and board members that a student’s success 
is dependent on the respectful collaboration and cooperation of all three 
parties. When all three are in alignment, the student has the greatest 
potential for achievement while gaining valuable experience that will benefit 
them as well as the communities they serve and live in. Recruitment, 
Retention and Talent Development of Staff: The heartbeat of any school 
system is contingent upon the superintendent, principals, teachers, and staff 
that support each student in Newfane. Recruiting the best available talent to 
our school will benefit our students, workforce and community while making 
the town of Newfane an attractive place to raise a family. Opportunities for 
talent development and growth supports the retention of our personnel. 
Respectful, Responsible, Transparent to Our Community: Every member 
in our community is a valued stakeholder and partner in our continued 
efforts for improvement. Responsible and ethical stewardship of all available 
resources is the goal for the continued development of our school district. 
Clear and transparent communication supports a strong and healthy 
relationship with our community members and leaders.

JAMES SCHMITT: I am running again for a 4th term for the Newfane Board 
of Education for many reasons. I am a 1996 graduate of the Newfane Central 
School District and chose to be a lifelong resident. I have two children that 
are heavily involved in extra-curricular activities as well as numerous sports. I 
have served on the board since 2013 and have proven myself to be a strong 
voice for our community and most importantly, our children. My years spent 
in education and in most recent years in a leadership role in a large medical 
institute, has given me broad insight on the true needs of our community. 
My goal is to continue representing our community and helping to maintain 
consistency while bringing forth positive change.

MELANIE STEFANOSKI: My experiences over the past three years as a 
Board of Education Trustee have been wonderful. My husband and I both 
graduated from Newfane and are raising a family in town. My appreciation 
for the community and district runs deep. I am running for a second term 
on the board because I feel that three years is not long enough for me to 
learn all that I need to and contribute fully to the future of Newfane. This is 
a very exciting time with the Capital Project starting up and the projected 
completion date a year away. I truly feel that we in Newfane, are deserving 
of all that the project will bring and will outshine neighboring districts. I 
genuinely enjoy being part of the community and serving such a wonderful 
district. I have more to do and look forward to continuing my role as trustee.

A Message from the Newfane Board of 
Education President, Margaux Lingle
On behalf of the Newfane Central School District Board of Education, we thank the entire Newfane community 
for your unwavering support of our students and the District. We worked diligently with the Superintendent 
and his administrative team to develop a comprehensive fiscal plan that will provide the high-quality education 
and programs that our students deserve. With this 2022-2023 budget we have once again provided a balance 
between the educational programs and activities to be offered to the students and the cost to be supported by state and local taxes.

As a Board, we continue to practice fiscal responsibility by trimming unnecessary costs from the budget, while developing new 
opportunities for our youth through enhanced technology courses. We are all extremely excited for the changes the capital improvements 
project is bringing to the district, and the new and vastly improved facilities the project will provide for both our students and the 
community. It will be wonderful to have our buildings, performing arts center and athletic facilities reflect the pride we have as Newfane 
Panthers.

Please become informed by reading the information in this newsletter. We encourage all eligible residents to exercise their right to vote on 
this budget and participate in the school board election.



NEWFANE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET NOTICE

Annual Budget Vote And Election
Tuesday, May 17, 2022 • 12 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Newfane Elementary School (Aquatic Entrance), 2909 Transit Road, Newfane

OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL
Budget Adopted 
for the 2021-22 

School Year

Budget  Proposed 
for the 2022-23 

School Year

Contingency Budget 
for the 2022-23 
School Year *

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $36,017,331 $36,720,516 $36,470,516

Increase/Decrease for the 2022-23 School Year  $703,186 $453,186

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget  0.02% 1.26%

Change in the Consumer Price Index  1.23%

A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $13,753,439 $13,890,973

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable  

C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable **  

D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy  

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A+B+C-D) $13,753,439 $13,890,973 $13,753,439

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions  

G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions  $14,668,832 $14,092,158

H.  Total Proposed Tax Levy for School Purposes, Excluding Levy to Support 
      Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E-B-F+D)  $13,753,439 $13,890,973

I.   Difference: G - H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval - 
     See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** $915,393 $201,185

Administrative Component $3,126,039 $3,447,302 $3,432,302

Program Component $27,802,691 $28,739,286 $28,609,285

Capital Component $5,088,601 $4,533,929 $4,428,929

* Statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2022-23 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated. These 
assumptions may change should the budget of 2022-23 be a contingent budget. Funds intended for equipment in the proposed budget, may instead 
be used in other areas of the budget.

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total Budgeted 
Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational or transportation services 
propositions are not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval 
requirements)

Under the Budget Proposed for the
2022-23 School Year

Basic STAR Tax Savings1 $606

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2022-2023 by the qualified voters of the Newfane Central School District, Niagara County, New York, will 
be held at the Newfane Elementary school in said district on Tuesday, May 17, 2022 between the hours of 12:00pm and 8:00pm, prevailing time in the 
Elementary School Gym, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.

1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax law.

Description Amount
N/A N/A



Absentee Ballot 
Applications

If you are not going to be available to vote in person, you 
may request an application for an absentee ballot from 
the District Office, 6048 Godfrey Road, Burt, between 
the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. The deadline for requesting an absentee ballot 
to be mailed to you is May 11, 2022. All ballots must be 
received by 5 p.m. on May 17, 2022 at the District Office. 
For further information, please call Bernadette Seymour, 
District Clerk, at 778-6853.

Who May Vote?
Eligible voters must meet all of the following 
qualifications:
1. Citizen of the United States
2. At least 18 years of age or older
3. District resident for at least 30 days prior to the vote
No pre-registration is required, although new voters will 
be asked to provide one form of residency (i.e. driver’s 
license, utility bill). Voters do not need to own property in 
the District to be eligible to vote.
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District Wide Student Art Show will be on 
display in the lobby for your enjoyment, come 
see our talent after casting your votes.

The Class of 2023 is offering

Chiavetta’s Chicken Barbeque
Tuesday May 17th, 2022 during the vote

Located at Newfane Elementary School
Dinners are $14 each

Checks payable to Class of 2023
From 3:00 to 6:30pm (or until sold out)

Come pick up some dinner at the budget vote!
Tickets may be purchased pre-sale or pick up that day.

Contact a junior class officer or 
call 778-6550 for pre-sale tickets.

ACTIVITIES FOR 
MAY 17, 2022 AT THE VOTE

Annual Budget Vote And Election
Tuesday, May 17, 2022 • 12 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Newfane Elementary School (Aquatic Entrance), 2909 Transit Road, Newfane


